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Collection Summary
Title: Collection of maps on postcards and business cards
Inclusive Dates: circa 1910-2013
Bulk Dates: circa 1983-2012
Call No.: G3701.A9 coll .C6
Extent: approximately 2,000 postcards and business cards
Extent: 2 boxes
Extent: 114 folders
Extent: 2 linear ft.
Language: Collection material in English
Location: Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
LC Catalog record: https://lccn.loc.gov/2023586397
Summary: The Collection of maps on postcards and business cards contains approximately 2,000 postcards and business
cards with cartographic content in a variety of graphic formats, including photographs and printed illustrations. The
postcards, which were collected approximately between the early 1980s and 2013, feature maps and cartographic images
of all 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia; U.S. territories and regions; countries in Africa, Asia, Australia, the
Caribbean, Central America, Europe, North America, and South America. The business cards in this collection primarily
advertise restaurants in the United States, and typically contain a small street map showing the location of the business. The
collection's strongest areas of coverage are Massachusetts, Florida, Maine, New York, California, Texas, Poland, islands
of the Caribbean, and Germany. The materials in this collection are largely undated, but appear to date from the 1980s to
early 2000s. Some items are from pre-1920s, the 1940s, and the 1950s. Many of the postcards in this collection contain
manuscript notes.

Provenance
The materials in this collection were acquired by Jim Walsh through correspondence with family and friends, and personal
collecting. Mr. Walsh donated the collecton to the Geography and Map Division in 2023.

Processing History
The collection was processed and arranged by Robert Morris and Richard Devery in 2023-2024.

Copyright Status
Materials from the Collection of maps on postcards and business cards are governed by the Copyright Law of the United
States (Title 17, U.S.C.) and other applicable international copyright laws.

Access and Restrictions
The Collection of maps on postcards and business cards is open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the
Geography and Map Reading Room prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to
retrieve these items for research use.

Preferred Citation
Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Collection of maps
on postcards and business cards, Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
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Biographical Note
Postcards as we know them today first began appearing in the 1870s, but saw their greatest period of popularity
from 1900-1920. Following World War I, postcards predominately became a vehicle for tourism promotion. Postcards
incorporated many different forms of graphic production processes that reflected contemporary trends in cultural
expression, including photography, painting, etching, and other print forms; in general, they were outlets for experimenting
with the burgeoning technology of graphic reproduction. Commercial photography, for instance, benefitted in particular
from the postcard, offering a new outlet for photographers to distribute their work. In tandem with their appropriation of
technological developments, postcards also served as a medium for advertising and promoting social, political, artistic, and
cultural movements throughout history.

Scope and Content Note
Postcards featuring cartographic content, primarily maps, of geographic locations from all 50 U.S. states and the District of
Columbia, especially Massachusetts, Florida, California, Texas, Maine, and New York; the countries of Aruba; Australia;
Austria; Barbados; Belgium; Benin; Bermuda; Canada; China; Curaçao; Czech Republic; Denmark; Estonia; Finland;
France; Germany; Grand Cayman Islands; Great Britain; Greece; Guatemala; Hungary; Iceland; Ireland; Italy; Jamaica;
Japan; Luxembourg; Martinique; Mexico; Monaco; Montenegro; Morocco; Netherlands; New Zealand; Poland; Panama;
Philippines; Saint Barthelemy; Saint Martin (Collectivity)/Sint Maarten; Spain; Switzerland; Sri Lanka; Turkey; Ukraine;
maps of the world.

The collection also contains approximately 640 business cards, primarily for restaurants, featuring small street maps of
localities, predominantly in Florida (Miami and Fort Lauderdale), Massachusetts (Boston and Cambridge), and other U.S.
cities/states.

The collection contains a small selection of greeting cards and Christmas cards with cartographic content.

The collection contents are largely undated, but were collected between the years of circa 1980-2013.

Arrangement
The Collection of maps on postcards and business cards is organized in 2 series:

• Series 1: Maps on postcards and greeting cards
• Series 2: Maps on business cards

Series 1: Maps on postcards, is organized in 3 subseries:
• Subseries 1:i: Postcards: North America and United States
• Subseries 1:ii: Postcards: global
• Subseries 1:iii: Greeting cards

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

Subjects
Cities and towns--California--Maps.
Cities and towns--Florida--Maps.
Cities and towns--Germany--Maps.
Cities and towns--Maine--Maps.
Cities and towns--Massachusetts--Maps.
Cities and towns--New York--Maps.
Cities and towns--Poland--Maps.
Cities and towns--Texas--Maps.
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Cities and towns--United States--Maps.

Places
California--Maps.
Caribbean Area--Maps.
Florida--Maps.
Germany--Maps.
Maine--Maps.
Massachusetts--Maps.
New York (State)--Maps.
Poland--Maps.
Texas--Maps.
United States--Maps.
West Indies--Maps.

Form/Genre
Maps.
Postcards.
Tourist maps.
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Container List

Container Contents
Collection of maps on postcards and business cards, circa 1910-2013, bulk circa 1980-2012

Extent: 1984
SERIES 1 Maps on postcards and greeting cards, circa 1910-2013, bulk circa 1980-2012

Extent: 1343
Postcards and greeting cards containing cartographic content, primarily maps, of geographic

locations from all 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia, especially Massachusetts,
Florida, California, Texas, Maine, and New York. The postcards typically measure
approximately 12 x 17 cm, but vary. Publishers vary.

Arranged geographically in 3 subseries: Subseries 1:i: Postcards: North America and United
States; Subseries 1:ii: Postcards: global; Subseries 1:iii: Postcards: greeting cards

Subseries are subarranged by administrative unit, in increasing size. Ie, postcards of Maine
are subarranged by cities, regions, whole state.

For entries where no extent is listed, there is only a single postcard for that location.

SUBSERIES 1:i Postcards: North America and United States, circa 1910-2013, bulk circa 1980-2012
Extent: 772
Postcards depicting cartographic content of U.S. territories and regions, national parks and

monuments, and states.
Items are grouped within their folders by geographic region depicted, and subarranged by

administrative unit in increasing order, ie city, region/natural feature, state.

BOX-FOLDER 1-1 U.S. territories
Extent: 12
Puerto Rico

Extent: 8
Virgin Islands

Extent: 4
BOX-FOLDER 1-2 United States

Extent: 30
Postcards depicting the United States as a whole.

BOX-FOLDER 1-3 U.S. regions and thematic
Extent: 15
Postcards depicting regions of the United States, such as "New England," and themes,

such as "plants of the Southwest (U.S.)."
BOX-FOLDER 1-4 U.S. national parks and monuments

Extent: 4
Postcards from U.S. Civil War battlefields and Yellowstone and Grand Canyon

National Parks.
Antietam (Md.)
Gettysburg (Pa.)
Grand Canyon National Park
Yellowstone National Park

BOX-FOLDER 1-5 Alabama
Extent: 3
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BOX-FOLDER 1-6 Alaska
Extent: 18

BOX-FOLDER 1-7 Arizona
Extent: 12

BOX-FOLDER 1-8 Arkansas
BOX-FOLDER 1-9 California

Extent: 32
BOX-FOLDER 1-10 Colorado

Extent: 9
BOX-FOLDER 1-11 Connecticut

Extent: 6
BOX-FOLDER 1-12 Washington, D.C.

Extent: 9
BOX-FOLDER 1-13 Delaware

Extent: 2
BOX-FOLDER 1-14 Florida (1)

Extent: 23
BOX-FOLDER 1-15 Florida (2)

Extent: 35
BOX-FOLDER 1-16 Georgia

Extent: 7
BOX-FOLDER 1-17 Hawaii

Extent: 2
BOX-FOLDER 1-18 Idaho
BOX-FOLDER 1-19 Illinois

Extent: 8
BOX-FOLDER 1-20 Indiana

Extent: 3
BOX-FOLDER 1-21 Iowa

Extent: 6
BOX-FOLDER 1-22 Kansas

Extent: 4
BOX-FOLDER 1-23 Kentucky

Extent: 3
BOX-FOLDER 1-24 Louisiana

Extent: 9
BOX-FOLDER 1-25 Maine (1)

Extent: 23
BOX-FOLDER 1-26 Maine (2)

Extent: 26
BOX-FOLDER 1-27 Maryland

Extent: 3
BOX-FOLDER 1-28 Massachusetts (1)

Extent: 42
Contains postcards depicting Boston and other cities in Massachusetts.

BOX-FOLDER 1-29 Massachusetts (2)
Extent: 42

Maps on postcards and greeting cards, circa 1910-2013, bulk circa 1980-2012
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BOX-FOLDER 1-30 Massachusetts (3)
Extent: 53
Contains postcards depicting Cape Cod.

BOX-FOLDER 1-31 Massachusetts (4)
Extent: 38
Contains postcards depicting Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket.

BOX-FOLDER 1-32 Michigan
Extent: 12

BOX-FOLDER 1-33 Minnesota
Extent: 7

BOX-FOLDER 1-34 Mississippi
BOX-FOLDER 1-35 Missouri

Extent: 7
BOX-FOLDER 1-36 Montana

Extent: 2
BOX-FOLDER 1-37 Nebraska

Extent: 8
BOX-FOLDER 1-38 Nevada

Extent: 4
BOX-FOLDER 1-39 New Hampshire

Extent: 23
BOX-FOLDER 1-40 New Jersey

Extent: 9
BOX-FOLDER 1-41 New Mexico

Extent: 4
BOX-FOLDER 1-42 New York

Extent: 38
BOX-FOLDER 1-43 North Carolina

Extent: 6
BOX-FOLDER 1-44 North Dakota

Extent: 2
BOX-FOLDER 1-45 Ohio

Extent: 14
BOX-FOLDER 1-46 Oklahoma
BOX-FOLDER 1-47 Oregon

Extent: 3
BOX-FOLDER 1-48 Pennsylvania

Extent: 16
BOX-FOLDER 1-49 Rhode Island

Extent: 5
BOX-FOLDER 1-50 South Carolina

Extent: 4
BOX-FOLDER 1-51 South Dakota

Extent: 5
BOX-FOLDER 1-52 Tennessee

Extent: 3
BOX-FOLDER 1-53 Texas (1)

Extent: 27

Maps on postcards and greeting cards, circa 1910-2013, bulk circa 1980-2012
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BOX-FOLDER 1-54 Texas (2)
Extent: 28

BOX-FOLDER 1-55 Utah
Extent: 4

BOX-FOLDER 1-56 Vermont
Extent: 14

BOX-FOLDER 1-57 Virginia
Extent: 5

BOX-FOLDER 1-58 Washington
Extent: 8

BOX-FOLDER 1-59 West Virginia
Extent: 4

BOX-FOLDER 1-60 Wisconsin
Extent: 3

BOX-FOLDER 1-61 Wyoming
Extent: 14

SUBSERIES 1:ii Postcards: global
Extent: 500
Contains postcards depicting the whole world and countries outside the U.S.
Postcards of foreign countries are subarranged by administrative unit from smallest to

largest. Ie city, state/province, regions and natural features, whole country.
For entries where no extent is listed, there is only a single postcard for that location.

BOX-FOLDER 2-1 World (1)
Extent: 45

BOX-FOLDER 2-2 World (2)
Extent: 14
Includes a book of postcards.

BOX-FOLDER 2-3 Celestial and imaginary locations
Extent: 11
Venus
Constellations

Extent: 2
Atlantis, imaginary locations

Extent: 8
BOX-FOLDER 2-4 Atlantic Ocean

Extent: 4
BOX-FOLDER 2-5 Africa

Extent: 2
Zanzibar
Africa

BOX-FOLDER 2-6 Australia
Extent: 18
New South Wales

Extent: 2
Western Australia

Maps on postcards and greeting cards, circa 1910-2013, bulk circa 1980-2012
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Rottnest Island
Extent: 2

Australia
Extent: 13

BOX-FOLDER 2-7 Austria
Extent: 2
Vienna
Austria

BOX-FOLDER 2-8 Belgium
Extent: 2
Bruge
Belgium

BOX-FOLDER 2-9 Benin
BOX-FOLDER 2-10 Canada

Extent: 30
Kasba Lake Lodge
St. Jacob's Country
Cape Breton Island

Extent: 2
New Brunswick
Nova Scotia

Extent: 6
Prince Edward's Island

Extent: 6
Vancouver Island
Ontario

Extent: 2
Quebec
Atlantic Provinces

Extent: 5
Canada

Extent: 4
BOX-FOLDER 2-11 Caribbean

Extent: 61
Aruba
Barbados
Bermuda

Extent: 5
Curaçao

Extent: 3
Grand Cayman Islands
Jamaica
Martinique

Extent: 5
Saint Barthelemy

Extent: 3
Saint Martin (Collectivity)/Sint Maarten

Extent: 24

Maps on postcards and greeting cards, circa 1910-2013, bulk circa 1980-2012
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West Indies/Caribbean islands
Extent: 17

BOX-FOLDER 2-12 China
Extent: 6
Peking
Great Wall
Guanxi Province
Zhejiang Province
East Asia
China

BOX-FOLDER 2-13 Czech Republic
Extent: 17
Cheb/Frantiskovy Lázně
Karlovy Vary
Mariánské Lázně
Náchod a okolí
Strakonicko
Sušicko
Pozdrav z Táborska
Teplicko
Blansko Boskovice a okolí
Chrudimsko
Lednicko-valtický areál
Moravskoslezské Beskydy
Pootaví
Severočeský kraj
Severomoravský kraj
Šumava-Srní
Český ráj trosky
Czech Republic

BOX-FOLDER 2-14 Denmark
Extent: 6
Odense
Denmark

Extent: 5
BOX-FOLDER 2-15 Estonia
BOX-FOLDER 2-16 Finland

Extent: 2
BOX-FOLDER 2-17 France

Extent: 6
Paris

Extent: 2
Vermillion Coast
La Vallée du Loir
France

Extent: 2
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BOX-FOLDER 2-18 Germany
Extent: 32
Berlin

Extent: 5
Erfurt
Freiburg
Köln
München
Quedlinburg
Rostock
Wittenberg
Bleilochtalsperre
Das Erzgebirge

Extent: 2
Dübener Heide
Jalsperre Kriebstein
Kummerower See
"Plona"
Pomerania
Zwischen Saale und Elster
Saale-Unstrut
Sächsische Schweiz Westlicher Teil
Oberes Schwarzatal
Unteres Schwarzatal
Schweriner See
Thüringer Wald

Extent: 2
Vogtland

Extent: 2
Landschaftspark Wörlitz
Die Corveyer Mission im Mittelalter
Germany

BOX-FOLDER 2-19 Great Britain
Extent: 21
Hay-on-Wye
London

Extent: 3
Oxford

Extent: 4
Cheshire
Kent
Sussex

Extent: 2
Isle of Wight

Extent: 2
Inverness
Lake District

Maps on postcards and greeting cards, circa 1910-2013, bulk circa 1980-2012
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Pilgrimage from Winchester to Canterbury
Southeast corner of England
Great Britain

Extent: 3
BOX-FOLDER 2-20 Greece

Extent: 11
Corfu

Extent: 2
Mykonos

Extent: 2
Rhodes
Santorini

Extent: 2
Greece

Extent: 4
BOX-FOLDER 2-21 Guatemala

Extent: 2
BOX-FOLDER 2-22 Hungary

Extent: 4
Budapest
Hungary

Extent: 3
BOX-FOLDER 2-23 Iceland

Extent: 2
BOX-FOLDER 2-24 Ireland

Extent: 22
Dublin
Clare
Kerry
Galway Bay
Ireland

Extent: 18
BOX-FOLDER 2-25 Italy

Extent: 11
Pompei
Rome
Sorrento
Tuscany
Lake Garda
Dolomites
Gulf of Naples
Adriatic coast
Italy

Extent: 3
BOX-FOLDER 2-26 Japan

Extent: 2
BOX-FOLDER 2-27 Luxembourg
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BOX-FOLDER 2-28 Mediterranean Sea
BOX-FOLDER 2-29 Mexico

Extent: 10
Mazatlan
Mexico City

Extent: 3
Morelos

Extent: 3
Cozumel
Yucatan peninsula
Mexico

BOX-FOLDER 2-30 Monaco
BOX-FOLDER 2-31 Montenegro
BOX-FOLDER 2-32 Morocco

Extent: 3
Marrakesh
Morocco

Extent: 2
BOX-FOLDER 2-33 Netherlands

Extent: 4
Amsterdam

Extent: 3
Netherlands

BOX-FOLDER 2-34 New Zealand
Extent: 11
Auckland

Extent: 2
Waiheke Island
New Zealand

Extent: 8
BOX-FOLDER 2-35 Poland (1)

Extent: 48
Contains cities and towns of Poland. Except where noted, there is 1 postcard of each

location listed.
Bydgoszcz
Bytów

Extent: 2
Ciechocinek
Częstochowa
Duszniki Zdrój
Elbąg
Gdańsk
Gliwice

Extent: 2
Grudziądz
Grunwald
Inowroclaw
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Katowice
Kętrzyn
Księża Werbiści
Legnickie Pole
Leszno
Malbork
Miastko
Mrągowo
Opole

Extent: 3
Ostróda i okolice
Paprotnia
Płock
Połczyn-Zdrój
Poznań

2
Pruszków
Rabka
Sępólo Krajeńskie
Sieradz
Sopot
Suwałki
Świdnica
Szczecin

Extent: 2
Tczew

Extent: 2
Toruń
Wałbrzych

Extent: 2
Warta
Włocławek
Wieniec Zdrój
Żagań

BOX-FOLDER 2-36 Poland (2)
Extent: 65
Contains regional and whole-country maps of Poland. Except where noted, there is 1

postcard for each location.
Babiogórski Park Narodowy
Szlak Brdy
Brodnica region
Pojezierze brodnickie
Województwo Bydgoskie
Jezioro Charzykowskie

Extent: 2
Dolina Pięciu Stawów Polskich
Pojezierze Ełckie
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Container Contents

Collection of maps on postcards and business cards  14



Województwo Gdańskie
Extent: 3

Jaskini Wierzchowskiej Górnej
Extent: 3

Ziemia Kaliska
Wybrzeże Kamieńskie
Jeziora Kociewskie

Extent: 3
Województwo Koszalińskie
Województwo Krośnieńskie
Ziemia Leszczyńska
Nad Łyna
Marsz Wojsk Jagiełły na Malbork
Beskid Niski
Partyzanckim Szlakiem Hubala

Extent: 6
Szlak Piastowski
Województwo Płockie

Extent: 2
Województwo Przemyskie
Województwo Radomskie
Jezioro Rożnowskie
Beskid Sądecki

Extent: 2
Województwo Skierniewickie
Góra Ślęża
Województwo Słupskie
Województwo Szczecińskie
Województwo Tarnobrzeskie

Extent: 2
Tatrzański Park Narodowy

Extent: 2
Województwo Wałbrzyskie
Stołeczne województwo warszawskie
Wielkopolski Park Narodowy
Jezioro Wigry
Program "Wisła"
Województwo Włocławskie
Województwo Zamojskie
Ziemia Leszczyńska
Beskid Ƶywiecki
Poland

Extent: 8
BOX-FOLDER 2-37 Panama
BOX-FOLDER 2-38 Philippines

Extent: 2
Manila
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Philippines
BOX-FOLDER 2-39 Scotland

Extent: 4
St. Andrews

Extent: 2
Scotland

Extent: 2
BOX-FOLDER 2-40 Spain
BOX-FOLDER 2-41 Switzerland

Extent: 4
Basel
Vierwaldstattersee
Switzerland

Extent: 2
BOX-FOLDER 2-42 Sri Lanka
BOX-FOLDER 2-43 Turkey

Extent: 6
Istanbul
Turkey

Extent: 5
BOX-FOLDER 2-44 Ukraine

SUBSERIES 1:iii Greeting cards
Extent: 71
Subarranged by geographic area depicted on the card.

BOX-FOLDER 2-45 Greeting cards: world/globe
Extent: 19
Greeting cards with maps of the world.

BOX-FOLDER 2-46 Greeting cards: continents, countries, and cities.
Extent: 31
Greeting cards depicting North and South American continents; North America;

Southeast Asia; Caribbean region; Africa; Ireland; U.S. states; U.S. cities and
locations.

BOX-FOLDER 2-47 Greeting cards: Christmas
Extent: 21
Christmas-themed greeting cards featuring cartographic content and art.

SERIES 2 Maps on business cards
Extent: approximately 640
Business cards, most measuring 5 x 9 cm. Primarily advertising restaurants, usually

featuring small street maps showing business' location. Geographic coverage is varied,
but contains most extensive coverage of Cambridge, Mass.; Boston, Mass.; Seattle,
Wash.; Ft. Lauderdale/Miami, Fla.; New York City, N.Y.; St. Martin (Collectivity);
Washington, D.C.

The business cards are held in 9 boxes, 4 x 10 cm, containing approximately 80-100 cards
each. One envelope contains oversized cards, all 9 x 13 cm or smaller.

BOX-FOLDER 2-48 Business cards
BOX-FOLDER 2-49 Business cards

Maps on postcards and greeting cards, circa 1910-2013, bulk circa 1980-2012
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BOX-FOLDER 2-50 Business cards
BOX-FOLDER 2-51 Business cards
BOX-FOLDER 2-52 Business cards
BOX-FOLDER 2-53 Business cards
BOX-FOLDER 2-54 Business cards
BOX-FOLDER 2-55 Business cards
BOX-FOLDER 2-56 Business cards
BOX-FOLDER 2-57 Business cards, oversize

Maps on business cards
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