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Collection Summary

Title: John Pierce Langs Papers

Inclusive Dates: 1896-2001

Bulk Dates: 1896-1957

Call No.: ML31.L364

Creator: Langs, John Pierce, 1882-1967

Extent: approximately 120 items

Extent: 5 containers

Extent: 1.5 linear feet

Language: Collection material in English

Location: Music Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

LC Catalog record: https://Iccn.loc.gov/2020570092

Summary: John Pierce Langs was an American lawyer and composer who studied under Edward MacDowell in the
early twentieth century. The collection documents Langs's composing career through his works for piano solo, chamber
ensemble, and songs, as well as his experiences with MacDowell in a series of diaries.

Acquisition Information

Gift, Michele Chandless, 2007

Accruals

No further accruals are expected.

Processing History

Volunteer Mary Russell processed the John Pierce Langs Papers and Anita M. Weber created the finding aid in 2024.

Additional Description

Bianchi, Steven Angelo. "The Life and Works of John Pierce Langs (1882-1967)." Master's thesis, SUNY Buffalo, 1989.

Other Repositories

The American Music Collection at the University of Colorado Boulder holds the John Pierce Langs collection containing
music manuscripts and perfomance recordings.

Copyright Status

Materials from the John Pierce Langs Papers are governed by the Copyright Law of the United States (Title 17, U.S.C.) and
other applicable international copyright laws.

Access and Restrictions

The John Pierce Langs Papers are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Music Division prior to visiting
in order to determine whether the desired materials will be available at that time.

Certain restrictions on using or copying materials may apply.

John Pierce Langs Papers 2


https://lccn.loc.gov/2020570092

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: [item, date, container number], John
Pierce Langs Papers, Music Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note

John Pierce Langs (1882-1967) was an American pianist, composer, and lawyer born in Niagara Falls, New York. He
studied with composer and pianist Georg Liebling in Germany (1897-1898). Upon his return to the United States, Langs
enrolled at Columbia University and began his studies with Edward MacDowell. Elected to Phi Beta Kappa, Langs
graduated with a bachelor of arts degree in music in 1902. In 1904, after teaching theory and music appreciation at the
University of Colorado (1902-1903), Langs returned to New York to resume his lessons with MacDowell as a private
student; these continued until MacDowell's death in 1908.

Langs studied law at the University of Buffalo and worked as a lawyer from 1908 until his 1920 marriage to Mary Metcalf,
after which he retired from the legal field and focused on his music. His compositions include works for piano, piano duets,
chamber music, and songs. During World War II, Langs frequently performed on radio shows hosted by pianist Harold
Bradley. Langs composed and traveled extensively with his wife until his 1967 death in Niagara Falls, New York.

Bibliography
Find a Grave. "John Pierce Langs." Accessed October 22, 2024. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/63821293/
john_pierce langs.

Scope and Content Note

The John Pierce Langs Papers consist of materials that primarily document his life as a composer and pianist. The papers
span the years 1896 to 2001 with the majority of them dating between 1896 and 1957.

The Music series comprises the bulk of the collection. It contains manuscript scores for Langs's earliest compositions
in 1896 through his later works in the 1950s. While Langs wrote some chamber music, the roughly 100 compositions
represented here are largely pieces for solo piano and songs for voice and piano, with most of them dating from 1898 to
1930.

A series of Biographical Materials contains nine of Langs's diaries dating from 1904 to 1909, covering the period he was
studying piano and composition with Edward MacDowell in New York City. Other subjects chronicled are Langs's time
studying law, MacDowell's failing health, and the pivotal event of MacDowell's passing in 1908. There are also materials
about Langs and his family, including Steven A. Bianchi's thesis "The Life and Works of John Pierce Langs" (1989).

Organization of the John Pierce Langs Papers

The collection is arranged in two series:
*  Music, 1896-1957
. Biographical Materials, 1904-2001

Selected Search Terms

The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the LC Catalog. They are grouped by
name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically.

People
Bianchi, Steven A. (Steven Angelo)
Langs, John Pierce, 1882-1967--Archives.
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Langs, John Pierce, 1882-1967.
MacDowell, Edward, 1860-1908.
MacDowell, Marian, 1857-1956.

Subjects

Composers--United States--Biography.
Music--United States--History and criticism.
Piano music (Pianos (2))--Scores.

Piano music--Scores.

Songs with piano.

Form/Genre

Art music.

Autographs (Manuscripts)
Biographies.

Chamber music.

Diaries.

Scores.

Songs.
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Description of Series

Container Series
BOX 1-4 Music, 1896-1957

This series contains approximately 100 of Langs's compositions. Nearly two-thirds of the titles
are identified with a "B" number, assigned by Steven A. Bianchi while conducting his
master's thesis research. Compositions are represented by manuscript and printed scores,
some of which are photocopies. Works include songs for voice and piano, piano solos and
duets, and chamber music.

Arranged alphabetically by title.

BOX 4-5 Biographical Materials, 1904-2001

This series contains nine of Langs's diaries dating from 1904 to 1909, in which he frequently
refers to Edward MacDowell's teaching and declining health. There are also writings about
Langs by others including Steven A. Bianchi's 1989 thesis "The Life and Works of John
Pierce Langs" and a set of recollections about the Langs Family and their life in western
New York. A guide to the John Pierce Langs collection housed in the American Music
Research Center at the University of Colorado Boulder provides information about its
Langs holdings, some of which are unique to the AMRC.

Arranged alphabetically by file unit.
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Container List

Container

Contents

BOX 1-4

BOX-FOLDER 1/1

BOX-FOLDER 1/2

BOX-FOLDER 1/3

BOX-FOLDER 1/4

BOX-FOLDER 1/5

BOX-FOLDER 1/6

BOX-FOLDER 1/7

BOX-FOLDER 1/8

BOX-FOLDER 1/9

BOX-FOLDER 1/10

BOX-FOLDER 1/11

BOX-FOLDER 1/12

BOX-FOLDER 1/13

Music, 1896-1957
This series contains approximately 100 of Langs's compositions. Nearly two-thirds of the titles
are identified with a "B" number, assigned by Steven A. Bianchi while conducting his
master's thesis research. Compositions are represented by manuscript and printed scores,
some of which are photocopies. Works include songs for voice and piano, piano solos and
duets, and chamber music.
Arranged alphabetically by title.

Assyrian Wedding Dance at Mosul in C minor, 1924, 1925
B: 63
Score for piano quintet; parts
Ballade no. 1 in G minor, 1898
B: 17a
Score for piano
Ballade no. 2a in E-flat major, 1898
B: 18
Score for piano
Ballade no. 2b in G major, 1898
B: 17b
Score for piano
Ballade no. 3 in A-flat major, 1899
B: 23
Score for piano
Ballade of Colleens, undated
Score for voice and piano
Berceuse in D major, 1917
B: 47
Score for piano
Bitter-Sweet (Kentucky Mountain Song), undated
Words by Anne-Elise Roane Winter
Score for voice and piano
Blueing of the Day (A Welsh Folk-Poem), 1916
Printed score for voice and piano
Cascades in D major, 1921
B: 50
Score for piano
Cascades in G major, 1924
B: 57b
Score for piano
Cascades in G minor, 1922, 1923
B: 57a
Two scores for piano
Chinese Pieces, 1936
B: 74
Score for piano
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Music, 1896-1957

Container Contents

Contents: The Flute at Twilight; The Hankow Bund Stevedore's Chanty; Hua Chi Ko Peking
Street Fair
BOX-FOLDER 1/14 Drum-Major, 1928
Words by W. W. Denslow
Printed score for voice and piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/15 Etude in B minor (revised), 1957
B: 86
Score for piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/16 Etude in G major, 1906, 1907
B: 42
Three scores for piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/17 Etude no. 1 in C-sharp minor, 1897
B: 14
Two scores for piano (one is incomplete)
BOX-FOLDER 1/18 Evening Twilight, undated
Words from the Ruthenian of Taras Shevchenko; translated by C. L. Voynich
Score for voice and piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/19 Fantaisie Characteristique in D-flat major, 1896
B: 4
Score for piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/20 From Arabia in B-flat major, 1930
B: 66
Score for piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/21 Fugue in D minor, 1902
B: 30
Two scores for piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/22 Her Dwelling-Place, undated
Words by Ada Foster Murray
Score for voice and piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/23 Her Love a Flower Lies, undated
Words by Theodosia Garrison
Score for voice and piano
Note: Annotated "My first song JPL"

BOX-FOLDER 1/24 Humoresque in G major, 1908
B: 44
Score for piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/25 I Love the Jocund Dance, 1908
Score for voice and piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/26 I Never Knew, undated

Words by Alice Morgan Wright
Score for voice and piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/27 Immense and Silent Night, 1912
Words by Alfred Noyes
Two scores for voice and piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/28 Impromptu in D-sharp minor, 1897
B: 8
Score for piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/29 In April, 1913
Words by Margaret Lee Ashley
Three scores for voice and piano
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Music, 1896-1957

Container

Contents

BOX-FOLDER 1/30

BOX-FOLDER 1/31

BOX-FOLDER 1/32

BOX-FOLDER 1/33

BOX-FOLDER 1/34

BOX-FOLDER 2/1

BOX-FOLDER 2/2

BOX-FOLDER 2/3

BOX-FOLDER 2/4

BOX-FOLDER 2/5

BOX-FOLDER 2/6

BOX-FOLDER 2/7

BOX-FOLDER 2/8

BOX-FOLDER 2/9

BOX-FOLDER 2/10

Note: In different keys
In Flanders Fields, 1918
Words by John McCrae
Score for voice and piano
In the Seraglio Garden, undated
Words from the Danish by J. P. Jacobsen
Score for voice and piano
Inland Waters Suite for 2 pianos, 1945
see also The Mountain Torrent
Score

Contents: Lake at Sunset; Turbulent River; Boat Song; Raindrops Fall on Placid Waters;

Wood Land Stream
Irish Suite for 2 pianos, 4 hands, undated
Score for two pianos

Contents: Kilkenny; Meadows of Killarny; Limerick; Donegal; Tralee

It Was the Time of Roses, 1904
Words by Thomas Hood
Score for voice and piano
Job Music, 1936
B: 75
Score for piano quintet; parts; texts

Contents: Job (prelude); Kol Nidrei; He Was Despised

Lift the Goblet, undated
Words from the Danish of J. P. Jacobsen
Score for voice and piano
A Little Lane 'Mid Shade and Sun, 1912
Words by Ellen Glasgow
Score for voice and piano
London Town, undated
Score for voice and piano
Magpies in Picardy, 1917
Words by T. P. Cameron Wilson (Tipcuca)
Two scores for voice and piano
Note: In different keys
The Magqui in E minor, 1907
B: 39
Score for piano
Mazurka brilliante in C-sharp minor, 1897
B: 12
Two scores for piano
Miners' Luck in G major, 1907
B: 41
Two scores for piano
The Mountain Torrent in B-flat Phrygian, undated
see also Inland Waters Suite - Turbulent River
B: 79b
Score for piano
My Silks and Fine Array, 1908
Words by William Blake
Score for voice and piano
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Music, 1896-1957

Container Contents
BOX-FOLDER 2/11 Piano Concerto in C minor, 1902
B: 38
Full score (incomplete); score for two pianos; correspondence
BOX-FOLDER 2/12 Piano Quartette in F minor, 1931
B: 68
Score; parts
BOX-FOLDER 2/13 Caen Quintette in C major, 1929
B: 65
Full score (incomplete); parts
BOX-FOLDER 2/14 Prelude in D Dorian, 1922
B: 51
Score for piano
BOX-FOLDER 2/15 Prelude in G major, 1900
B: 26
Three scores for piano
BOX-FOLDER 2/16 Quatre etudes de concert pour piano, 1922, 1926
B: 59

Score for piano
Note: Etude no. 1 has two variations
BOX-FOLDER 2/17 Recuerdos de Granada in E-flat major, 1940
B: 77
Score for piano
BOX-FOLDER 2/18 Romance in C-sharp minor, 1902
B: 31
Two scores for piano
BOX-FOLDER 2/19 Scherzo in B-flat major, 1900
B: 25
Two scores for piano
BOX-FOLDER 2/20 Scherzo in F-sharp major, 1904
B: 33
Score for piano
Note: Etude on verso

BOX-FOLDER 2/6 The Sentinal of the Desert in B minor, 1907
B: 40
Score for piano

BOX-FOLDER 2/2 Silken Shoe Upon a Golden Last, undated

Words from the Danish of J. P. Jacobsen
Score for voice and piano (incomplete)
BOX-FOLDER 2/21 Silken Shoe Upon a Golden Last, undated
Words from the Danish of J. P. Jacobsen
Score for voice and piano
BOX-FOLDER 3/1 Sonata for Cello and Piano, undated
B: 67
Score; cello part
BOX-FOLDER 3/2 Sonata in A minor, 1928
B: 64
Score for piano
BOX-FOLDER 3/3 Sonata no. 3 in G-sharp minor, 1898
B: 19
Two scores for piano
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Music, 1896-1957

Container Contents
BOX-FOLDER 3/4 Sonata no. 4 in D minor, 1898

B: 21

Three scores for piano
BOX-FOLDER 3/5 Sonata no. 5 in E minor, 1900

B: 24

Three scores for piano
BOX-FOLDER 3/6 Song from Paracelsus, undated

Words by Robert Browning

Score for voice and piano
BOX-FOLDER 3/7 Song Without Words in D minor, 1898

Two scores for piano
BOX-FOLDER 3/8 Spanish Suite for Violin and Piano, 1924

Score; violin part
Contents: Sevilla; Badajoz; Algeciras; Toledo; Burgos

BOX-FOLDER 3/9 String Quartette, 1928
B: 62
Score; parts
BOX-FOLDER 3/10 Te Deum Laudamus, undated

Vocal score for SATB chorus; parts

Language: Material in English
BOX-FOLDER 3/11 The Three Crows, undated

Words by M. N.

Two scores for voice and piano
BOX-FOLDER 3/12 Toccata in B minor, 1916

B: 46

Two scores for piano
BOX-FOLDER 3/13 The Trespasser, undated

Words by A. E. Coppard

Score for voice and piano

BOX-FOLDER 3/14 Trio in B minor, undated

B: 87

Two scores for piano trio; violin part
BOX-FOLDER 3/15 Trio in F-sharp minor, 1935

B: 73

Score for piano trio; violin and cello parts
Includes: Alternate second movement
BOX-FOLDER 3/16 Turn 'o the Tide, 1914
Words by Henry Van Dyke
Score for voice and piano
BOX-FOLDER 4/8 Valse lente in C minor, 1945
B: 80
Score for piano
BOX-FOLDER 1/28 Waltz in E-flat major, 1897, 1896
B: 7
Score for piano
BOX-FOLDER 4/9 Waltz in F major, 1951
B: 82
Score for piano
BOX-FOLDER 4/10 Waltz in G major, 1917
B: 48
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Music, 1896-1957

Container

Contents

BOX-FOLDER 4/11

BOX-FOLDER 4/12

BOX-FOLDER 4/13

BOX-FOLDER 4/14

BOX-FOLDER 4/15

BOX-FOLDER 4/16

BOX-FOLDER 4/17

BOX-FOLDER 4/18

BOX-FOLDER 4/19

BOX-FOLDER 4/20

BOX-FOLDER 4/21

BOX-FOLDER 4/22

BOX-FOLDER 4/1

BOX-FOLDER 4/2

BOX-FOLDER 4/3

BOX-FOLDER 4/4

Score for piano
Waltz no. 1 in D major, 1901
B: 28
Score for piano
Waltz no. 2 in D major, 1904
B: 37
Score for piano
Waltz no. 3 in B-flat major, 1904
B: 34
Score for piano
Waltz no. 4 in B-flat major, 1904
B: 35
Score for piano
Waltz no. 5 in F major, 1904
B: 36
Two scores for piano
Wayside Suite, 1924
B: 56
Score for piano
Contents: Brisk Start; From the Thicket; Roadside Airs; Cascades; Rest by the Stream;
Wood Violets; Hummingbirds; Tune from the Old Country
Weep Ye No More, Sad Fountains, undated
Words by John Dowland
Score for voice and piano
When She Came Not, undated
Words by Shaemas O'Sheel
Score for voice and piano (incomplete)
When William Shakespeare Wrote His Plays, undated
Words by Alanson Tucker Schumann
Score for voice and piano
Wild Goats, undated
Words by Anice Page Cooper
Score for voice and piano
Your Love Is Like a Blue, Blue Wave, undated
Words by Harriet Monroe
Score for voice and piano
Youth, undated
Alternate title: The Rider
Words by M. L. C. Pickthal
Score for voice and piano
Unidentified work, 1898?
B: 32
Score for piano
Unidentified work in D major, undated
B: 60
Score for piano
Unidentified work in E minor, 1922
B: 54
Score for piano
Unidentified work in E-flat major, 1900
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Music, 1896-1957

Container

Contents

BOX-FOLDER 4/5

BOX-FOLDER 4/6

BOX-FOLDER 4/7

BOX 4-5

BOX-FOLDER 5/1-8
BOX-FOLDER 5/9
BOX-FOLDER 5/10

BOX-FOLDER 5/11

BOX-FOLDER 5/12

BOX-FOLDER 5/13
BOX-FOLDER 4/22

B: 27
Score for piano

Unidentified work in G major, 1919
B: 49
Score for piano

Unidentified work in G minor, 1901
B: 29
Score for piano

Unidentified work in G minor, 1908
B: 43
Score for piano

Biographical Materials, 1904-2001

This series contains nine of Langs's diaries dating from 1904 to 1909, in which he frequently
refers to Edward MacDowell's teaching and declining health. There are also writings about
Langs by others including Steven A. Bianchi's 1989 thesis "The Life and Works of John
Pierce Langs" and a set of recollections about the Langs Family and their life in western
New York. A guide to the John Pierce Langs collection housed in the American Music
Research Center at the University of Colorado Boulder provides information about its
Langs holdings, some of which are unique to the AMRC.

Arranged alphabetically by file unit.

Writings by Langs
Diaries, 1904, 1909
Excerpts from Langs's diaries about MacDowell's teaching and illness, undated
"Memoir of MacDowell" and "MacDowell's teaching," 1908
Writings by others
Bianchi, Steven A., "The Life and Works of John Pierce Langs (1882-1967)" masters thesis
SUNY Buffalo, 1986, 1989
Photocopy; pages 1-16 only
Includes: Bianchi's 1986 John Pierce Langs Concert Program
Guide to the John Pierce Langs collection housed in the American Music Research Center,
Univ. of Colorado, 2001
Langs Family history, undated
Langs works lists, undated
Folders/covers that accompanied Langs's music manuscripts
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